August 3, 2015 Borough Council Meeting

The regular monthly meeting of the Stewartstown Borough Council was called to order at 7:00 p.m. In attendance were: Bill Gemmill, Roy Burkins, Jerry Writer, Kenton Kurtz, and Gordon Wisnom. Also in attendance were: Attorney Craig Sharnetzka, Melissa Matthews, Dennis Sarpen and Ira Walker. Mayor Herzberger, Michael Ellinger and Polly Kreiss were absent.
Council recognized The Chief of Southern Regional Police.  The Chief said that the carnivals are over, there were no major incidents and everything went well.   All is well in Stewartstown, however, he has received complaints about speeding.  The lines for the VASCAR operation have been repainted, so his Officers will begin enforcing the speed limits more frequently, especially along Main Street, PA Avenue and College Avenue.  

GENERAL BUSINESS
Mr. Burkins made a motion to approve the minutes from the July 6, 2015 Council meeting. Mr. Kurtz seconded and the motion was carried.  
Mr. Writer made a motion to approve the general fund financial statements, including checks dated June 30th through July 29th, 2015 totaling $133,172.90, seconded by Mr. Burkins and the motion was carried.  
Mr. Writer made a motion to approve the sewer fund financial statement, including checks dated June 30th through July 29th, 2015 totaling $51,632.38 seconded by Mr. Kurtz and the motion was carried.  
Mr. Writer made a motion to approve the water fund financial statement, including checks dated June 30th through July 29th, 2015 totaling $52,263.91 seconded by Mr. Kurtz and the motion was carried.  
PUBLIC COMMENT

Council recognized Janet McElwain representing the Mason Dixon Library.  She presented the operational review for the past year to Council.   She also wished to publicly thank Council for their donation and support of the Library.  
Council recognized Rudy Kocman of Kocman Insurance Group.  Mr. Kocman presented his proposal for the Borough’s commercial insurance for the new plan year that began August 1, 2015 until August 1, 2016.   He also presented Council with a PSAB Dividend check for last year in the amount of $4,298.04.    Mr. Kurtz made a motion to accept the proposal, seconded by Mr. Gemmill and the motion was carried. 
Council recognized Mark Raulie.  Mr. Raulie wished to discuss his belief that there is unsafe egress and ingress from Route 851 at the new businesses on 9 N. Hill Street (Bob’s Pitt & BBQ).  Mr. Sarpen presented an unsigned plan that stated a grass strip should be at the site to prevent access to 851 from the site.  The plan design also stated that there should not have any egress or ingress from 851.   After much discussion, Council agreed to review the meeting minutes and also the site plan for the business and present the documentation at the next meeting.  Codes Enforcement will get involved if needed. 
SOLICITOR’S REPORT
Attorney Sharnetzka stated mediation meeting was held regarding the complaint filed against the Borough and Police Department by Tracy Shank.  No resolution appears to be close to occurring.
Resolution 2015-02 to appoint Mayor Herzberger was drafted and needs a signature.  The term will be from 6/1/2015 to 1/4/2016.

Attorney Sharnetzka will be preparing a resolution to allow the transfer of a liquor license to David Wisnom’s property.  Mr. Burkins made a motion to advertise for a public hearing to discuss the transfer of the liquor license.   Mr. Gemmill seconded and the motion was carried with Mr. Wisnom abstaining. 

Jeanie Olson, CPA is interested in leasing the office space in the municipal building and is reviewing the lease contract.  Mr. Burkins suggested that the Borough maintain the sidewalk, plowing and clearing snow from the sidewalks and parking area.  Any taxes or real estate cost will be passed to the tenant.  Ms. Olson does not want to sign the lease until the restroom is complete.  The lease will start October 1, but the lease needs to be signed before work will begin on the restroom.  Ms. Olson also requested advance notice of any inspection, due to the sensitive nature of her position. 
Mr. Gemmill made a motion to allow Attorney Sharnetzka to draft a Solicitation Ordinance. Mr. Burkins seconded and the motion was carried. 

The Dollar General Land Development Plan was recorded on July 28, 2015. 

The Energy Contract with Constellation Energy was discussed.  The rate of $0.06190 is contracted through a broker and is for a locked 4 year term and is only good until tomorrow morning.  Mr. Kurtz made a motion to use Constellation Energy.  Mr. Burkins and the motion was carried. 
ENGINEER’S REPORT

Mr. Sarpen was recognized by Council.   Mr. Sarpen stated that the Hill Street paving has continued.  The manhole repairs have been completed.
A proposal for the Ravenscliffe project was received.  It details a 55-unit cluster development, 4 units per acre.  The group will be presenting the proposal to the Zoning Hearing Board for a special exception request on August 20th. 

Site work has begun for the Dollar General Store. 

The inlet that collects water for the storm sewer at 14 East PA Avenue has collapsed.  Aaron Manifold has fixed the problem with stone; he is waiting for the ground to settle before blacktopping.  Mr. Sarpen believes the Borough should pay for the repairs.

OPERATOR’S REPORT
Mr. Walker presented his report for Council. 

Mr. Walker will get a price for repair of the old electronic component called an Ack Pak at the York Water Pit.  The Authority will table voting on the repair until the price is received.
Mr. Kurtz made a motion to approve the cost of $4,100 for valves and valve parts to repair the valves at sewer station #3 (Hollow Road) and $800 to install the new valves. Mr. Burkins seconded and the motion was carried. 

Mr. Burkins made a motion to approve the purchase of a new spectrophotmeter for a cost of $4,200.  Mr. Writer seconded and the motion was carried.

Mr. Kurtz made a motion to approve the purchase of a refurbished refrigerator for the sewer plant from Riddles Appliance at a cost of $370.  Mr. Gemmill seconded and the motion was carried.

The Authority agreed to table the purchase of new boxes for Well #5’s J2 pump until the cost is determined.  

Mr. Gemmill made a motion to pay the cost of $139.32 for the air compressor at well house #7.  Mr. Writer seconded and the motion was carried.

Mr. Gemmill made a motion to approve an increase in pay from $14 per hour to $16 per hour for Anthony Lewis.  Mr. Lewis had received another job offer and he agreed to stay at that rate.  Mr. Kurtz seconded and the motion was carried.

MAYOR’S REPORT

Mayor Herzberger stated that he sent a letter to the Governor inviting him to the Parade.  The Governor cannot attend the parade but hopefully will attend a future event. 

Mayor Herzberger attended the Southern Regional Finance Committee Meeting.   He learned a lot.  The Eureka Fire Relief Fund is set up for businesses to contribute money for the safety of people that fight fires and protect the community. 
PRESIDENT’S REPORT

Mr. Gemmill made a motion to approve Resolution 2015-01 in Support of Medicinal Cannabis.  Mr. Burkins seconded and the motion was carried. 

Mr. Gemmill made a motion to approve Resolution 2015-02 Appointing Robert Herzberger as Mayor.  Mr. Kurtz seconded and the motion passed unanimously.

Mr. Kurtz discussed a pedestrian crossing at the ice cream stand (23 W. Penna Ave).  Guidelines and approval from PENNDOT will be required. 

Trash collection has been too early in the morning recently.  Per the contract, they are not supposed to start before 7 am.  The Borough Office will contact the vendor.   

The cost of living increase for Borough employees will be tabled until the next meeting.
There being no further business, Mr. Gemmill made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Mr. Kurtz and the Stewartstown Borough Council meeting adjourned at 8:41 pm. 
Respectfully Submitted,
Cindy McCartin

Minute Taker/Transcriber  
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