November 7, 2016 Borough Council Meeting

The regular monthly meeting of the Stewartstown Borough Council was called to order at 7:00 p.m. In attendance were: Bill Gemmill, Roy Burkins, Kenton Kurtz, Gordon Wisnom, Polly Kreiss and Donna Bloom. Also in attendance were: Mayor Hertzberger, Attorney Craig Sharnetzka, Dennis Sarpen and Melissa Matthews.  Michael Ellinger and Ira Walker were absent. 
GENERAL BUSINESS
Ms. Kreiss made a motion to approve the minutes from the October 3, 2016 Council meeting.  Mr. Kurtz seconded and the motion was carried.
Mr. Burkins made a motion to approve the general fund financial statements, including checks dated September 29th thru November 4th, 2016 totaling $54,898.79 seconded by Ms. Bloom and the motion was carried. 
Ms. Kreiss made a motion to approve the sewer fund financial statement, including checks dated September 29th thru November 4th, 2016 totaling $52.244.34 seconded by Mr. Burkins and the motion was carried.  
Ms. Bloom made a motion to approve the water fund financial statement, including checks dated September 29th thru November 4th, 2016 totaling $98,921.41 seconded by Mr. Burkins and the motion was carried. 
Mr. Gemmill arrived at this time. 

PUBLIC COMMENT

Mr. Raulie was recognized by Council.  He stated that there is an inconsistency with the “No Parking” signs on Mill Street.  One side of the street has “No Parking Here to Corner”, which leaves people parking on the sidewalk before the sign, where the other side of the road states “no Parking Anytime”.  It was agreed that the Streets & Roads Committee will investigate.  Also, Attorney Sharnetzka will review the Ordinance.  
Council recognized James Roberts of 13 E. Pennsylvania Avenue.  He wished to discuss the issues with the curb in front of his house and the gap left where a sinkhole has developed.  Mr. Gemmill agreed to investigate. 

SOLICITOR’S REPORT

Attorney Sharnetzka discussed the temporary U & O for the Dollar General.  The Dollar General has executed the agreement and placed the bond.  He advised Council to obtain proof that the work was completed, but the work will probably wait until spring.  Final Certificate of Occupancy will be done at that time. 
Attorney Sharnetzka stated that there is no update on the Shenk issue.

ENGINEER’S REPORT

Mr. Sarpen asked Council to think about what they want to accomplish with the 2017 street projects.  
Mr. Sarpen also stated that the East Pennsylvania Curb & Sidewalk grant will require an income survey.  The income survey must be completed before any grant money is received & work will begin.
Poplar Springs Boulevard has a broken curb. The snow removal crew should be aware that there is a part sticking out on the curb adjacent to the inlet.  This should also be on the Streets & Road Committee’s agenda for spring. 

The Ravencliffe developer wants to do a model home, but this request is not included on their plan.  Mr. Burkins made a motion to not allow the model home as requested, Ms. Bloom seconded and the motion was carried.  Mr. Sarpen also stated that the streets in the development do no need to be publically adopted.  Attorney Sharnetzka is reviewing to ensure that the Borough does not have to adopt the streets. 
 MAYOR’S REPORT

Mayor Herzberger reported on the October SRPC meeting.  He said a new budget is to be released on the 15th.  He believes the numbers in our budget are high enough if the increase is less than 3% as agreed upon.  Mayor Herzberger also asked Council to start thinking about what they will do if two of the members drop out at the end of 2017.  Stewartstown is already obligated through 2018, but if Council is considering ending the obligation, a public meeting will need to be held.  A public hearing will be scheduled. 
Mr. Kurtz made a motion to submit a letter of resignation and begin the process.  Ms. Kreiss seconded and the motion was carried. 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT

Mr. Kurtz made a motion to approve the Fire Police request for Winterstown United Methodist Church.  Ms. Bloom seconded and the motion was carried. 
Ms. Bloom made a motion to reappoint Earl Long and Harry Nizer to the Planning Commission for another 4-year term, January 1, 2017 through December 31, 2020.  Mr. Gemmill seconded and the motion was carried.  Mr. Kent Billings does not wish to renew his term on the Sewer and Water Authority.  

Eureka Consolidated has proposed an increase for the next three years.  The increase is the tax money collected for fire protection from each member.  Each municipality holds and allocates the funds for equipment.  This has not been increased since early 1980’s.  Mr. Burkins made a motion to approve the rate increase over the next three years with Ms. Bloom seconding and the motion was carried.  The increase is contingent on other municipalities accepting.
Mr. Kurtz made a motion to approve the cost of living increase at 2% for 2017.  Mr. Burkins seconded and the motion was carried. 

CGA will advertise the Tax Mill Ordinance for 2017 at 2.85 mils.

The Sewer & Water Authority will approve the 2017 Sewer & Water Budget at their November meeting; all budgets must be adopted at the December meeting. 

There being no further business, Mr. Burkins made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Ms. Kreiss and the Stewartstown Borough Council meeting adjourned at 8:17 pm. 
Respectfully Submitted,
Cindy McCartin

Minute Taker/Transcriber  
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